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for reference and study. For any period the laws and regulations 
adopted will show the status and trend of municipal sanitary thought 
and practice. 

Beginning with this issue, State and Territorial laws and regula- 
tions pertaining to public health will also be published in the Public 
Health Reports. This will make readily available to health officers and 
other sanitarians current State legislation and will show the measures 
being adopted and the progress made by the several Commonwealths. 
The publication of the State laws will serve the same usefulpurpose. 
as that of the city ordinances but will be of broader scope. The laws 
and regulations will be published as soon after enactment or promul- 
gation as copies can be secured from the several State authorities 
upon whose cooperation, naturally, much will depend. 



SMALLPOX IN THE UNITED STATES. 

In this issue will be found a detailed statement of the prevalence 
of smallpox in 31 States and the District of Columbia during the sec- 
ond quarter of the current calendar year. In these States there was 
a total of 5,735 cases, with 53 deaths, reported during the three months, 
April, May, and June. Thirty-three of the deaths occurred in Texas, 
leaving 20 distributed among the other 30 States. In Texas there 
were outbreaks of the virulent form of smallpox, which accounts for 
the relatively large number of deaths in that State. In St. Joseph 
County, Ind., there appears also to have been a small outbreak of the 
severe type of the disease. Elsewhere the smallpox was of the benign 
type that has been generally prevalent throughout the country for a 
number of years. In the 31 States, exclusive of Texas, the average 
fatality rate was 1 death in 280 cases. 

The presence of smallpox during the period under consideration 
was not limited to the 31 States referred to. The disease was also 
present in the other States, but there is no means of ascertaining the 
number of cases that occurred. 



OUTBREAK OF GASTROENTERITIS AND TYPHOID FEVER 
DUE TO DRINKING WATER ON EXCURSION STEAMER. 

A REPORT OF AN INVESTIGATION OP AN OUTBREAK OP GASTRO- 
ENTERITIS AND TYPHOID FEVER AT CLINTON, IOWA, AND OTHER 
TOWNS ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AMONG EXCURSIONISTS 
WHO HAD BEEN ON A RIVER STEAMER JULY 29 AND 30. 

By L. L. Lumsden, Surgeon, United States Public Health Service. 

Pursuant to bureau instructions, an investigation was made of the 
outbreak of gastro-intestinal disturbance (vomiting and diarrhea) 
and typhoid fever which occurred in July and August of this 3 T ear in 
Clinton, Iowa, and other towns along the Mississippi River. 

Dr. H. R. Sugg, health officer of Clinton, Iowa, had collected, 
before my arrival, extensive data about the outbreak in Clinton and 
had ascertained that a number of other towns were affected simulta- 
neously with Clinton. He placed the data which he had collected 



